
Lesson Plan- European Explorers Mini-Project 

 

Standards:   

 

SS4H2 The student will describe European exploration in North America.  

a. Describe the reasons for, obstacles to, and accomplishments of the Spanish, French, and 

English explorations of John Cabot, Vasco Núñez de Balboa, Juan Ponce de León, Christopher 

Columbus, Henry Hudson, and Jacques Cartier.  

b. Describe examples of cooperation and conflict between Europeans and Native Americans.  

 

Objectives:  

The student will be able to name 6 major European explorers and describe their voyages 

including the reasons for, obstacles to, and accomplishments of the voyages.  

 

Big Idea: Exploration affects what we know about the world and where people have settled. 

 

Materials:  

paper, pencils, crayons/markers, scissors, glue, computer, Promethean Board, Social Studies 

textbook, European Exploration introduction ppt, explorer handouts, and [found] internet 

resources 

 

Procedure:  

Intro (10 minutes): Teacher (with student input) will chart rules/expectations for group work on 

the Promethean board and/or chart paper. Expectations to include: working together, everyone 

contributes, clear communication, positive attitudes, asking if you have questions.  

 

Middle (35 minutes): Teacher will introduce poster project by assigning each team an explorer 

and presenting each student in the team with a role: 

-quarterback: person who writes on the poster/takes notes for the group…makes sure that 

everyone is staying on task by regularly asking if they have any more information to add to their 

notes.  

-computer whiz: person who will go to the computer. This person will also have to take notes at 

the computer since there’s no printer.  

- (possibly 2) book worms: person who researches in book  

-special investigator: researches information in the handout (this won’t apply to some teams, in 

that case, there may be 2 book worms) 

 

Teacher will put on Promethean Board what they are expected to have on their poster:  

-Year of the explorer’s first voyage 

-Where the explorer landed 

-The country that send him  

-Why that country sent him 
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-What he found  

-Any interesting facts that you may find  

*Students will not be able to get their final poster board until their QB comes and gives me a 

draft of the information they will put on the poster. Teacher will instruct everyone to put their 

“cheat sheet” (Explorer Fact Sheet) away for the initial part of the researching, only after the QB 

has gotten the poster board from the teacher may the team check their facts against the cheat 

sheet.  

Teacher will assist student research by giving the book pages where information on their 

explorer can be found:  

Book pages: Columbus (96-99) *handout  

  Balboa: (100) *SUPPLEMENT WITH HANDOUT  

  Ponce de Leon (106, 108) *handout  

  John Cabot (123)  

  Jacques Cartier (123) *SUPPLEMENT WITH HANDOUT  

  Henry Hudson (125) *handout  

Students will gather materials for research: textbook, handouts, paper to take notes with. 

Students will begin their research.  

 

End: Teacher will ask students to clean up at least 5 minutes before the end of class in order to 

answer “exit question”  (to be answered by the “QB” in each group) : What was one fact that you 

can tell us about your explorer? 

Assessment:  

Formative, based on student involvement in their group. Later, the project would be presented in 

front of the class and taken for a quiz grade.  
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